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cabinet in a sense that Bruening's—even his second cabinet—had
not been.
He had expected little else from the Left, but he was a little
shocked to find himself completely unappreciated by the Right.
There there was only the restrained fury of disappointed ambition.
Although the Papen cabinet was precisely the type of cabinet that
the Nationalist party had been clamouring for, they had intended
a very different personnel. Not one of the new cabinet had been
identified closely with Nationalist politics, and Papen was officially
a Centrist. It was a cabinet a la Wilhelm II, and the new Kaiser
had chosen the wrong people. If there was to be a Nationalist
cabinet who had a better right to head it than Alfred Hugenberg,
for long the standard-bearer and for over four years the official
leader of Nationalism as a party? There was such a thing as push-
ing the dislike of party to what Hugenberg felt was its entirely
illogical conclusion, and he and his parliamentary associates retired
in high dudgeon to their tents to await events. There was even
more anger in the National Socialist camp. As leader of the
biggest party in parliament, Hitler had obviously a right to be
allowed to try his hand at the formation of a cabinet. He had
indeed a democratic right, if one may confuse conceptions, to be
the head of a presidial cabinet, and he had been contemptuously
left out of consideration. But Hitler concealed his indignation
admirably, His lieutenants as usual split into two camps. Goering
and Goebbels were all for an instant declaration of war on this
insolent attempt to deprive the nation of the leader it wanted.
Strasser and Frick held out for postponement of the decision
until after the elections, when it was clear that Hitler would be in
an infinitely stronger position. Hitler himself was well informed.
Through Roehm, Schleicher had let him know that the intention
was to associate all the Right parties in the government and that
it only remained to negotiate entry; what was more important,
his paymasters uttered a word of warning. In proof of their good
intentions towards him the government promptly removed the
ban on the Storm Troops. With his private army again on a war
footing,, Hitler was content. The new cabinet had at least shown
that it had no democratic nonsense about it.

